
  
  

 

Saskatchewan’s 2030 Growth Plan 
The Next Decade of Growth: What it could mean for 

construction 
 

On Thursday, November 14th, Premier Scott Moe unveiled the next Saskatchewan 
Growth Plan, “The Next Decade of Growth 2020-2030”. 

The growth plan sets ambitious targets for a Saskatchewan that planning to be nearly 
20% larger in population by 2030. The Saskatchewan of 2030 will be: 

• More diverse – economically and population-wise; 

• More sustainable – economically and environmentally; 

• Better educated – with the training needed to succeed in the changing 
workplace; 

• More competitive – with a suite of tax, regulatory, and service tools to rival 
any neighbour; 

• More connected – with better infrastructure, and direct relationships with key 
markets for our exported goods and services; 

• More self-reliant – with an economy that focuses on value-added investments 
to our foundational industries; and 

• Fiscally strong – with less debt and healthier provincial surpluses. 

If the growth plan is fully realized by 2030, Saskatchewan will indeed be an even more 
remarkable place to call home. 

The depth and breadth of the ambition represented in the document is impressive. It is 
exactly the blueprint our economy has needed, and it could not have come at a better 
time.  

Consumer and investor confidence are low. Bank deposits are up, and people and 
businesses are holding on to money instead of spending it – whether buying or building 
things. The consequence of this is an artificially slow economy. While the foundation of 
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our economy – the fact that we produce the things that the world needs – remains solid, 
everything else seems shaky.  

So much of this shakiness is a result of forces outside the control of Saskatchewan: 

• Low global commodity prices make it more challenging for producers to invest 
profitably;  

• Federal government taxation and regulation threaten to strangle extraction-based 
industries; and 

• The lack of enough transportation infrastructure to move our products to market 
hurts.  

All these forces, and others, produce turbulence that make it difficult for the 
Saskatchewan economy to take flight. 

What is most striking about the growth plan is its ambition despite these external 
forces.  

This plan focuses on the things that Saskatchewan can do, regardless of what happens 
outside our borders, or beyond our control. This ‘can do’ attitude is an essential element 
to our future success. It is something that has defined Saskatchewan in our past – an 
ability to come together to achieve great things. Certainly, achieving the goals within this 
growth plan would qualify. 

If you’d like to read the whole plan yourself (it is 62 pages), you can access it here.  

Otherwise, what follows is the SCA’s summary of the plan and some of its potential 
implications for Saskatchewan’s construction industry. 

The plan outlines 20 Actions for the 2020s: 

20 Actions for the 2020s 

Growing our 
population by 
keeping more 
young people in 
Saskatchewan 
and increasing 
immigration to 
the province. 

Maintaining a 
competitive tax 
environment and 
undertaking 
SaskFirst new 
growth tax 
incentives. 

Growing 
Saskatchewan 
exports and core 
exporting sectors, 
such as 
manufacturing. 

Engaging 
internationally to 
secure access and 
expand 
international 
markets for 
Saskatchewan 
products. 
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Growing 
Saskatchewan’s 
agricultural 
economy. 

Adding value and 
increasing 
Saskatchewan-
based processing 
of the province’s 
agricultural 
products. 

Growing 
Saskatchewan’s 
oil, gas and 
natural resource 
economy. 

Promoting the 
quality and 
sustainability of 
Saskatchewan’s 
agricultural and 
natural resource 
exports. 

Creating 
opportunities by 
reducing 
interprovincial 
barriers to trade. 

Growing 
Indigenous 
participation in 
the economy 
through the 
growth of 
Saskatchewan’s 
natural resource 
industries and 
labour market 
development. 

Expanding 
Saskatchewan’s 
export 
infrastructure. 

Supporting the 
transformation of 
Saskatchewan’s 
economy through 
innovation and 
technology and 
the growth of 
Saskatchewan’s 
technology sector. 

Developing 
Saskatchewan’s 
labour force. 

Growing small 
businesses and 
reducing 
government red 
tape for 
businesses. 

Delivering on 
Saskatchewan’s 
climate change 
plan to reduce 
carbon emissions. 

Reducing carbon 
emissions in 
electricity 
production and 
advancing the 
development of 
zero-emission 
small modular 
reactor 
technology using 
Saskatchewan 
uranium. 

Keeping the 
province’s 
finances strong 
and budgets 
balanced. 

Building strong 
communities by 
investing in 
infrastructure. 

Delivering on the 
purpose of growth 
by ensuring 
growth builds a 
better quality of 
life for 
Saskatchewan 
families and 
communities. 

Always standing 
for a strong 
Saskatchewan. 



  
  

 

The plan also outlines 30 Goals for 2030.  

Ita licized comments come from the SCA’s economic analysis. 

30 Goals for 2030 

1.4 million people living in 
Saskatchewan (from about 
1.17 million today.) 

100,000 new jobs (from 
590,000 roughly.) 

Grow private capital 
investment in Saskatchewan 
to $16 billion annually (from 
about $12 billion today.) 

Increase the value of exports 
by 50 per cent. 

Grow the number of 
international markets to 
which Saskatchewan exports 
more than $1 billion. 

Grow Saskatchewan’s agri-
food exports to $20 billion. 

Increase crop production to 
45 million metric tonnes 
(from about 35.5 million 
tonnes today) and livestock 
cash receipts to $3 billion. 

Expand irrigation in 
Saskatchewan. 

Increase agriculture value-
added revenue to $10 billion. 

Crush 75 per cent of the 
canola Saskatchewan 
produces in Saskatchewan. 

Process 50 per cent of the 
pulse crops Saskatchewan 
produces in Saskatchewan. 

Double meat processing and 
animal feed value-added 
revenue to more than $1 
billion. 

Increase oil production by 25 
per cent to 600,000 barrels 
per day. 

Increase the annual value of 
uranium sales to $2 billion 
(about double the average of 
the previous two years.) 

Increase the annual value of 
potash sales to $9 billion 
(currently about $5.24 billion 
on average over the last two 
years.) 

Double the growth of 
Saskatchewan’s forestry 
sector. 

Grow Indigenous 
participation in 
Saskatchewan’s natural 
resource industries. 

Triple the growth of 
Saskatchewan’s technology 
sector. 



  
  

 

30 Goals for 2030 

Increase the value of 
Saskatchewan manufacturing 
exports by 50 per cent. 

Increase tourist expenditures 
in Saskatchewan by 50 per 
cent. 

Enhance oil recovery, carbon 
capture utilization and storage 
and position Saskatchewan as 
the best place in North 
America to test, commercial 
and scale new oil and gas 
technologies. 

Invest $30 billion in 
infrastructure over the next 
decade. 

Build and upgrade 10,000 
kilometres of highways. 

Expand Saskatchewan’s 
export infrastructure. 

Keep the budget balanced. 

Keep Saskatchewan’s debt-to-
economic growth GDP ratio 
within the top three in 
Canada. 

Deliver on Saskatchewan’s 
climate change strategy, 
Prairie Resilience. 

Advance development of 
zero-emission small modular 
reactor technology. 

Support communities through 
$2.5 billion in revenue 
sharing. 

Reduce surgical wait times to 
a three-month target. 

Taken together, these actions and goals, if achieved will deliver a Saskatchewan 
economy and population that is growing, sustainable, successful, and dynamic. 

As is appropriate for an economy like ours, the plan takes a sector-based approach. 
There is focus given to the current drivers of our economy: agriculture; mining, oil and 
gas; and manufacturing. Each of these sectors have an extensive list of objectives to 
work towards. As well, the plan places emphasis on a potential future driver of our 
economy – the technology sector.  

Most of Saskatchewan’s service-based industries, like construction, rely on the success 
of economic-driving sectors. It makes sense for the growth plan to place most of its 
emphasis on addressing the needs of these sectors.  

These needs clearly include: 

• A skilled and diverse workforce; 

• Infrastructure to extract, process, and move goods to market; 

• A competitive tax and regulatory environment; 



  
  

 

• International market development to support exports; 

• Utility and technology infrastructure to make capital investments affordable; 

• A supply chain that provides Indigenous and Saskatchewan-based companies to 
provide goods and services; and 

• Investment into value-added processing and development to capture more value 
here in Saskatchewan. 

The growth plan addresses each of these economic needs in turn. In short, through this 
growth plan, the government is seeking to create and support the conditions that will 
allow our primary economic driver sectors to thrive. If they are successful, these driver 
sectors will create success that will enable growth in service industries like construction. 

The $30 billion in infrastructure spending over 10 years is equivalent to $3 billion per 
year, which is just shy of the 4% of GDP per year in infrastructure spending that is 
globally considered to be necessary for growth and maintenance. Seeing that 
commitment from the government is significant. 

What is perhaps even more significant is the apparent commitment from the 
government not to let budget issues derail them from this ongoing infrastructure spend. 
The frequent reference in the plan to both the province’s debt-to-GDP ratio, and the 
province’s strong credit rating, would suggest a government that is more open to 
borrowing to invest in infrastructure. While the government maintains a commitment to 
balancing the budget, they have indicated that “…it will not undertake measures that 
would impact budget investments simply to address non-cash liabilities in the event 
these have a significantly negative impact in any given year.” What this means is that 
the province won’t stop investing in infrastructure just because of annual budget 
revenue / expense fluctuations. 

For the construction industry in Saskatchewan, there is a lot to like in the growth plan. 
The province will encourage municipalities to reduce the amount of time to obtain a 
commercial building permit to a maximum of two weeks, and will create a viable appeals 
process for independent judgment where there are differences in the interpretation and 
application of the National Building Code. Both changes should streamline the 
development timeline and make it easier and faster to translate ideas into investment 
and construction. 

The commitment to considerable infrastructure investment will help sustain the 
construction industry while private sector investment recovers, and will ensure that the 
infrastructure that the private sector needs to be successful is in place. 



  
  

 

The focus on economy-driving sectors (mining, oil and gas; manufacturing; agriculture; 
and technology) means that the industries served by construction will be well positioned 
for growth and success, which means more investments and more building. 

Overall, the growth plan presents a future for Saskatchewan that is as bright and 
ambitious as possible. It is also achievable, with the right assembly of effort and focus 
from across our province. The ambition of the plan cannot be achieved by government 
alone. The private sector must drive much of the success imagined herein. 

With that in mind, the SCA will be working with other construction sector partners over 
the coming months to develop a growth strategy specific to the construction industry. 
The construction growth strategy will be designed to support the provincial growth plan, 
and to identify those areas where the construction industry can excel at supporting the 
success of the plan. 

If you have any suggestions in terms of what the SCA, or the construction industry, can 
be doing to support the goals within the growth plan, please reach out and let us know. 
We’d love to hear from you anytime at sca@scaonline.ca. 

If you have any questions about the provincial growth plan or what it might mean for 
your business, please reach out to Mark at president@scaonline.ca for more details.  
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